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Establishment of the Union State of Russia and
Belarus. The Constitution of the Union is
expected to be drafted by the end of 2005. The
constitution of Belarus was adopted in 1994
under signiﬁcant inﬂuence of the Russian constitutional model and was further amended by
the 1996 referendum.
See also: administrative structure, Soviet Union
Further reading
United Nations (2003) Human Capacity of Belarus:
Economic Challenges and Social Responses, UN
Development Programme.
ALEXANDER DOMRIN

Beliutin, Elii Mikhailovich
b. 10 June 1925, Moscow
Painter, teacher
A pioneer of Nonconformist art, Beliutin established a Studio of Experimental Painting and
Graphic Arts in Moscow (1948). He and his
students were among those denounced by
Khrushchev at the Manezh exhibition of 1962.
Although Beliutin’s painterly abstractions reveal
the impact of American Abstract Expressionism,
his artistic philosophy is not one of individual
expression. He views art as a medium for emotional communication and collective experience,
able to overcome the divisiveness of modern life.
See also: Khrushchev, Nikita; Manezh exhibition
of 1962
JANET E. KENNEDY

bells
The bell tower is an essential part of Christian
and especially Russian Orthodox church architecture. Even in the Soviet period, the huge
‘Tsar-bell’ was a favourite Moscow Kremlin
tour stop. Bells (kolokol, plural kolokola) ring the
call to worship in rhythms that vary with the

liturgical year and maintain a religious and
traditionally civic role as timekeeper. Russian
cathedrals and monasteries assembled choirs of
unique, anthropomorphized bells, which created
a distinctive auditory landscape, especially in
larger cities. Church bells, and church property
in general, were subject to conﬁscation after
1917, when the state nationalized churches and
monasteries and banned or restricted ringing.
By 1928–29, churches and cathedrals were
rapidly losing their bells. Local museums sometimes saved smaller or older bells (some from the
ﬁfteenth and sixteenth centuries), but most of
the huge bells were taken down regardless of
historical signiﬁcance and melted for use in
industry; a few were sold overseas for hard
currency. Popular lore recalls misfortunes that
struck local people who agreed to remove or
break bells. By 1930, the remaining church bells
in the USSR were silent.
Post-Soviet churches are buying bells, and
some sets have been returned from overseas. Special schools teach the traditional art of bell ringing,
and the huge demand for new bells makes their
manufacture a growth industry in Russia.
See also: church architecture, Russian Orthodox
SIBELAN FORRESTER

Beloe solntse pustyni (White Sun of
the Desert)
A cult classic, this ﬁlm (Mosﬁlm, 1969), directed
by Vladimir Motyl and featuring a popular song
by Bulat Okudzhava, is the deﬁnitive Soviet
‘eastern’. In the waning months of the Civil
War, a Red Army soldier, on his way back to his
wife after many years on the Front, is drafted for
one ﬁnal mission: to protect and safely convey to
the nearest town a harem abandoned by a
Central Asian warlord who is trying to dodge
the advancing Bolsheviks. Stylish and sly, the
ﬁlm earned its near-universal popularity by
mediating skilfully between the ideologically safe
aesthetic of ‘revolutionary romanticism’ and the
irreverent sensibility of a ‘spaghetti western’.
See also: Okudzhava, Bulat
BORIS WOLFSON

